
 
Board of Education Meeting 

July 21, 2009 
The I Care character trait of the month for July at the elementary school level, the 
middle school level, and the high school level is Responsible. 
 
Board Member Notification 
Members of the Board are being notified via email and phone calls by Mr. Harter, Public 
Information Director, when there are important data releases by the Georgia Department 
of Education OR there is media coverage about the DCSS. 
 
Graduation Rate 
The graduation rate for the DCSS and for each high school was shared at the last Board 
Meeting at which time the initial graduation rate for Georgia had not been released.  The 
state rate was released on Tuesday afternoon: 
 
Initial Graduation Rate (before Summer School) DCSS – 72.8%     Georgia – 77.8% 
The graduation rate for Dougherty County is only 5% points below the state!!!!! 
 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Released 
The first round of AYP was released on July 14th by the Georgia Department of 
Education. Based on the attached Adequate Yearly Progress chart compiling percentages 
for 2007-2009, please note the following: 
 

• The 2007 percentages for the number of DCSS making AYP were actually almost 
2 points higher than the state. 

 
• The percentages for the state and the DCSS decreased significantly from 2007 to 

the first round of 2008.  Why? the new GPS aligned CRCT in math  
 

• The 2008 math scores statewide were so low that the state permitted a re-test on 
the CRCT for the first time since the No Child Left Behind Law was 
implemented in 2001. 

 
• From the first round to the second round in 2008, the DCSS improved to 69% of 

the schools making AYP (18), and the state improved to 79.9% of the school 
making AYP. 

 
• For the first time since NCLB was implemented, there will be a re-test on the 

GHSGT this year, and these scores will be counted during the second round for 
2009.   

 

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T’ S   U P D A T E 
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• Also included on the second round will be re-test scores on the CRCT, as 
occurred last year.  

 
• On the first round in 2009, 20 of 26 schools in the DCSS made AYP. 

 
• At least 2 of the 6 schools have a very good chance of making AYP during the 

second round. 
 

• Second round results will not be released until after school starts. 
 

• Since none of the high schools made AYP at the high school level, the DCSS will 
not have to offer choice at the high school level. 

 
• Supplemental services will be offered at Dougherty International Education 

Middle School. 
 
HB 251  
As of July 16th, there were 102 requests for transfers submitted by parents.  The total 
includes 65 at the elementary level, 24 at the middle school level, and 13 at the high 
school level.  The deadline for applications is July 21st.  
 
Please note the following key points: 
 

• Attendance zones will be accommodated first after schools open in August and 
before any HB251 transfers are allowed. 

• If the number of transfer requests for a specific site exceeds the number of 
vacancies, a lottery will be held in August. 

 
21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant 
The Dougherty County School System was recently awarded the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers Grant co-authored by Ms. Cassandra Sampson, Secondary 
Language Arts Supervisor, and Dr. Deborah Johnson, Secondary Social Studies 
Supervisor. Recipients of this competitive grant are awarded up to $350,000 per year for 
three years based on need, and the DCSS received the first year maximum of $350,000.  
It should be noted that this is a reimbursement grant. 
 
The program supported by the grant is called the T.E.A.M.S. (Together Everyone 
Achieves More Success) program.  This program will target identified at risk students at 
the two middle schools and three high schools with N.I. status as of March 2009.  
Students will participate in academic and social enrichment activities along with their 
families. Technology and Art will also play a vital role in T.E.A.M.S. programming.   In 
addition, the program will focus on family literacy through its partnership with Albany 
Technical College.  ATC will provide academic remediation and G.E.D. preparation for 
the family members of program participants. 
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American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) 
Funds 
The following overview will be used when personnel are being recommended to ensure 
transparency, accountability, and adherence to Consolidated Application plan submitted 
to the Georgia Department of Education.  
There are 3 pots of federal stimulus funds for K-12 systems: Stabilization, Title I, and 
IDEA.  The expenditure of all stimulus funds will follow very strict guidelines and a very 
strict approval process by the Georgia Department of Education.  Depending on the 
program, these funds are available for only two to three years.   
 
Four principles guide the distribution and use of ARRA funds: 

a. Spend funds quickly to save and create jobs 
b. Improve student achievement through school improvement and reform 
c. Ensure transparency, reporting, and accountability 
d. Invest one-time ARRA funds thoughtfully to minimize “funding cliff” 
 

The Dougherty County School System will receive $1.7 million in ARRA Stabilization 
funds in FY09 which will offset the increased austerity reduction.  In FY10, the system 
will receive $4.3 million in stabilization funds.  (School systems are receiving on-going 
guidance from the GDOE as to how the funds are to be used.)  
 
The DCSS will receive a total of $3,655,536 in IDEA (ESP funding).  Again, the GDOE 
is providing guidance as to the specific purpose of these funds.  Plans for these funds 
must be included in the Consolidated Application and approved by the GDOE.   
 
Regarding the Title I AARA Funds, the DCSS will receive a total of funds $5,779,342 to 
increase student achievement.  Based on the needs and instructional deficiencies in the 
DCSS, the following plan and budget were developed in collaboration with school and 
system staff from the DCSS and the Georgia Department of Education.  The plan and 
budget must be approved through the Consolidated Application process: 

- Professional Development 
 Georgia Performance Standards content 
 Teaching strategies 
 Formative assessment 
 Response to Intervention (additional) 
 Counseling 
 Differentiated instruction 
 Gifted endorsement for Title I schools  
 Leadership training 
- Personnel: 

(2) Teachers in the PALS Program (middle school alternative program) 
 The PALS student enrollment will increase from 36 to 72 students. 
(4)  Teachers in the Performance Learning Center (PLC) (high school 
alternative  program) The PLC student enrollment will increase from 75 to 150 
students.  
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 Teachers for remediation as needed  
 49% teachers will be hired as resource teachers in critical areas.  
 (Reading, Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies) 

 -    Academic Remediation 
 -    Ninth Grade Bridge 
            -    Apex Online Learning (computer program used at the PLC) 
 -    4 Computer Labs for the PLC 
 
Report from the Capitol 
Attached is a summary of selected education legislation adopted in the 2009 session of 
the Georgia General Assembly.  The publication is compiled by the Georgia 
Superintendents Association. 
 



  
Adequate Yearly Progress Results 

Dougherty County School System 
 

2007 
 

2008 
First Round 

                 2008 
Second Round 

2009 
First Round 

 

 
 
 
Number of Schools:  25 
 
Georgia Schools Meeting AYP:  
82.2% 
 
DCSS Schools: 
 
   Meeting AYP:  84% (21) 
    
   Not Meeting AYP:  16% (4) 
 
   Meeting Test Participation:  
100% 
 
   Meeting Academic 
Performance:  84% 
 
   Meeting Second Indicator:  
88% 
 

 
 
 
Number of Schools:  26 
 
Georgia Schools Meeting AYP:  
69% 
 
DCSS Schools: 
 
  Meeting AYP:  54% (14) 
 
  Not Meeting AYP:  46% (12) 
 
  Meeting Test Participation:  
100% 
 
  Meeting Academic 
Performance:  58% 
 
  Meeting Second Indicator:  
88.5% 

 
 
 
Number of Schools:  26 
 
Georgia Schools Meeting AYP:  
79.9% 
 
DCSS Schools: 
 
  Meeting AYP:  69.2% (18) 
 
  Not Meeting AYP:  30.8% (8) 
 
  Meeting Test Participation:  
100% 
 
  Meeting Academic 
Performance:  73.1% 
 
  Meeting Second Indicator:  
92.3% 

 
 
 
Number of Schools:  26 
 
Georgia Schools Meeting AYP:  
79.05% 
 
DCSS Schools: 
 
  Meeting AYP:  76.9% (20) 
 
  Not Meeting AYP:  23% (6) 
 
  Meeting Test Participation:  
100% 
 
  Meeting Academic 
Performance:  80.77% 
 
  Meeting Second Indicator:  
88.5 % 




















